Working on Reading Standards via Questions and Discussion Topics
Grade 2 Reading Standards for Literature
1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding
of key details in a text.

2. Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central
message, lesson, or moral.

3. Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.

4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply
rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.

5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story
and the ending concludes the action.

6. Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice
for each character when reading dialogue aloud.

7. Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate
understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.
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Working on Reading Standards via Questions and Discussion Topics
Grade 6 Reading Standards for Literature
1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn
from the text.

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the
characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.

5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text
and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an
audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading
the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standard for Reading #3: Analyze how and why
individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Grade
11-12

9-10

K-12 Reading Standards
for Literature
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or
drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters/archetypes are
introduced and developed).

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the
course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

8

Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

7

Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters
or plot).

6

Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the
characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

5

Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).

4

Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the
text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

3

Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions
contribute to the sequence of events.

2

Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.

1

Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details.

K

With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.
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